FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 19, 2020
The Minutes of the Board of Commissioners proceedings are not verbatim. Access to an electronic
audio recording of meetings are available on the Franklin County website or upon request.

9:00 a.m.
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Commission Chairman Robert Koch called the Franklin County Commissioners’ Regular Board
Meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room in the Franklin County
Courthouse located at 1016 North Fourth Avenue, Pasco, Washington.
Commissioners Present: Commission Chair Robert Koch, Chair Pro Tem Brad Peck and Member
Clint Didier
9:01 a.m.

Approval of Minutes

 May 5, 2020 Commissioners' Meeting Minutes and May 12, 2020 Commissioners
Meeting Minutes were approved as presented.
 Commissioner Peck concurred that public comment be limited to three minutes and refrain
from being a question and answer or debate session. Subjecting persons to divulge personal
information such as their address is also not required. He did suggest the Board adopt a
policy of asking whether the public comment speaker is a resident of Franklin County.
Commissioner Didier added that he did not want to exclude those who have businesses in
Franklin County. The Commissioners were in agreement.

Left Blank Intentionally

Page 1 of 6
FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MAY 19, 2020

FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 19, 2020
9:07 a.m.

Approval of Fund Expenditure Warrants

 Commissioner Peck moved to approve Fund Expenditures audited and certified
by the auditing officer for warrants prepared for the week of May 19, 2020 for
payment totaling $959,206.87. Commissioner Didier seconded with discussion.
Commissioner Didier was concerned with the means of paying for all the bills.
After discussion, the motion carried.
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9:08 a.m. Approval of Salary Clearing and Emergency Management Payroll

 Commissioner Peck moved to approve Salary Clearing and Emergency
Management Payroll totaling $997,242.65. Commissioner Didier seconded
and the motion carried.

Page 3 of 6
FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MAY 19, 2020

FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 19, 2020
9:09 a.m.

Approval of Consent Agenda

1. Resolution 2020-127 Benton-Franklin Workforce Development Appointment- Lori
Mattson
2. Resolution 2020-128 Franklin County Travel Policy Amendment
 Commissioner Peck moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner
Didier asked to pull #2 for separate discussion. All in favor to approve
resolution 2020-127.
 Commissioner Didier asked for clarification on the new travel policy
resolution 2020-128 and the discrepancies between resolutions 2012-184 and
2019-050. Administrator Keith Johnson clarified that because resolution
2019-050 did not include reference to 2012-184, it was required to add 2012184 in resolution 2020-128 to clean up discrepancies and make it consistent
in a single policy.
 Commissioner Peck moved to approve resolution 2020-128. Commissioner
Koch seconded and the motion carried 2:1. Commissioner Didier opposed.
9:23 a.m.
Public Comment
 Lisa Merrill thanked the Board for doing what they can to get the county running. She
had concerns about the broken reflectors on the sides of the road and the money spent
on them.
 Michelle Andres asked if there was any response to the letters written by the counties
to Governor Inslee. Commissioner Koch replied that there was no response. Ms. Andres
believed that the community could mitigate and operate.
 Administrator Keith Johnson spoke of a letter Benton County sent last week to the
Governor requesting the opening of the food service industry. In the letter, it mentions
a coalition of bars and restaurants in the Tri-Cities area. Would the Franklin County
Board like to send a similar request?
 Commissioner Didier was asked to meet with a road crew and see the restrictions they
are working with. He stated they were concerned for the wellbeing of themselves and
others, as the Personal Protective wear inhibits their sight and poses a danger.
 Commissioner Didier made a motion to open Franklin County for business
and challenge the Governor. Motion dies for lack of a seconded.


Commissioner Peck reiterated that Franklin County Commissioners do not have the
authority to overrule the Governors orders and it is misleading to the community to
think otherwise, and could potentially hurt the citizens. The citizens need to send in
letters in mass to the Governor.
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Administrator Keith Johnson asked if the Board would like to renew the Energy
Communities Alliance (ECA).

 After discussion, the Board agreed to bypass this year’s renewal and see
where we stand financially next year.
9:35 a.m. Public Comment


Auditor Matt Beaton wanted to make a clarification on a travel expense statement that
the Auditor and others who review expense records are attesting to the expense only.
The person submitting the expense attests with their signature that what is being turned
in is correct.



Lawanda Hatch voiced her concerns on being a self-employed person with no
employees and the difficulties of getting unemployment. She is also concerned with
the continued shutdown of businesses and they need a leader that will stand with them
and defend their rights.



Stephen Bauman voiced his concerns on opening the county and asked Commissioner
Peck in what ways can we add pressure to the Governor to allow us to do so. He also
gave an update on the problems he is facing with building in the donut hole area and
the inconsistencies between the City of Pasco and Franklin County.



Lawanda Hatch said the City Council does not make the decisions, it is the City
Manager and that is where Mr. Bauman needs to go for answers. She had been told that
the reason Franklin County did not have business growth like Benton County is due to
the complexities of building here.



Rocky Mullen agreed with Mr. Bauman that the City of Pasco makes it difficult for
businesses to come here and that is why they go to neighboring cities. He encouraged
the Commissioners to find a way to change this problem.
He also asked if there was anything in the works to open Franklin County, or are we
just waiting for the Governor to take action. He voiced his concerns on owning rentals
and not being paid. He asked how long will this go on, as he has mortgages to pay also.
He is worried about those who do not qualify for loans or unemployment and the
wellbeing of families.



Commissioner Didier quoted Abraham Lincoln, “If you want to test a man’s character,
give him power”.



Commissioner Peck stated that the Governor is in a unique position that he was given
power from the people. Unless and until it gets in front of a court and gets to be judged
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unconstitutional, it will remain. He suggested getting the right message to those that
are close to the Governor. Organizing Westside campaigns may be the best course.


Lawanda Hatch voiced her concerns as to why it is not be appropriate for the County
to sue Governor Inslee for loss of property taxes.

Adjourn
With no further business to bring before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.

______________________

______________________

________________

Chair

Clerk of the Board

Date
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